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driven back. That the Persians were no match
for the Greeks was made evident even to the
proud King Xerxes ; and, when the sun set, he
retired to his tent in great sorrow.

4. Next day the Persians attacked the Greeks
again, but to no purpose. Not the slightestrim~
pression did they make on the little .Greek
phalanx. Their gold and silver armour was no
match for the steel spears of the brave Greeks.
Besides, the Greeks were fighting for their coun-
try, while the Persians did not want to fight, and
were driven to the battle with the lash So the
sun set again, and Xerxes found that he was
again defeated. But> that night, while the king
was angrily thinking that he should have to re-
treat, a traitor came to his tent and offered to
show him a path over the mountains, by which
the Persians might come down behind the Greeks,
and thus attack them in the rear as well as
in front. At once, a Persian battalion set out
under the guidance of the traitor, and by sunrise
next morning, the Persians, with two vast hosts,
had shut in the little band of Greeks between the
sea, the mountains and their enemies.

THE PASS OP THERMOPYL-ffi.-III.
hon-oup-a-bly         o-ver turn-ed         show-er         slings

i. Leonidas saw at once that he and his men
had no chance of escape. But instead of lament-
ing, he seemed delighted at the thought of dying
honourably. He told his men to clean their
armour and weapons, and to prepare themselves
as if for a feast. Then, when the sun was sinking